_ public information officer for the Northeast Texas a booster and which booster to get. 
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Winter storm plays key factor in limbs breaking, dead trees on campus 


ue to high winds, tree limbs fell across to fall, so I ran.” This incident caused Rawson to be 
campus during the last week of October. Drake Rawson was another student who was appreciative of his escape. 
On Oct. 28, one tree limb caused roof _also walking to class before he heard the same “I was scared the entire class. I couldn't help 
damage to Jenkins Hall. breaking noise. but think how lucky | was to be sitting there, 
“This morning I was walking to my “I was just walking to class and I started to Rawson said. i 
Psychology class, running a few minutes late hear a cracking sound coming from the top of - The sidewalks. between Potter Hall, Jenkins Hall 
and then | heard a noise that sounded like it the tree I was under,’ Rawson said. “Ilooked up _and the main plaza were closed due to blockages. 
was breaking,’ said Sarai Trejo, an ultrasound and saw the top was about to fall so I ran. Next Students were redirected to walk through 
and sonography freshman at TJC. “And then thing | hear is the tree hitting the ground behind surrounding buildings. These areas have been 
this guy was behind me and he yelledatmeto me.I snapped a few pictures and wentinside for cleared and normal routes are open. 
move, and when | looked up | saw the tree start my class.” Falling branches continued on page 5 
® 6p ege | 
FDA, CDC approve eligibility for COVID-19 Booster 
By Marie Salazar “Available data right now show that all three of ° ° 
Editor-In-Chief the COVID-19 yee ihee approved or authorized in if you received the Pfizer- 
the United States continue to be highly effective BioNTech or Moderna — 
The approval from the Food and Drug in reducing risk of severe disease, hospitalization, | 
ON as well as the Centers and death, even against the widely circulating Delta You are eligible for a booster if you are: 
or Disease Control and Prevention’s 5 aie ie AGEN eas 
recommendation, permits individuals variant,” Ates said. “Vaccination remains the best - 65 years or older. hos 
who have received both doses of the way to protect yourself and reduce the spread 
COVID vaccine to become eligible of the virus and help prevent new variants _- Age 18+ who live in long-term care 
to receive a booster shot. from emerging.” settings 


Some individuals may face mild 
symptoms that are similar to the flu from 
receiving the booster.shot Ates explains. 


Nethealthcovid19.org states the 
CDC, “recommends that adults in 
certain groups who have received 


- .Age 18+ who have underlying. 
medical conditions 


two doses of the Pfizer or the These symptoms include, soreness at the - Age18+ who work or live in high-r “isk 
Moderna vaccine can receive site of injection, fever and overall fatigue. settings 

a booster dose that can help Ates explains in detail that vaccines do not : 

strengthen protection against cause COVID. When to get the booster shot: ! 
severe disease in populations “Tt is important to state that COVID < At least six months after your second 
whose immunity may have vaccines do not cause COVID. The vaccines » shot. 

started to wane and who are “are inactive forms of the virus so that a 

at high-risk of exposure to person’s immune system will manufacture Which booster shot to get: 

COVID-19 or complications antibodies that will respond if the person Any of the COVID- 19 vaccines ‘authorized | in 
from severe disease.” is actually exposed to an active form of the the US. : 


virus,” Ates said. 

For more information regarding booster 
doses, visit nethealthcovid19.org/vaccine- 
updates/. 


The CDC has also 
approved the mix and 
match of doses. According 
to The New York Times, 
“Early studies have shown 
the mix-and-match strategy 
not only is safe and effective, 
but that mixing vaccines also can 
sometimes create a broader, more potent response 


than getting multiple doses of a single vaccine.” The cdc.gov provides informationonthe = — 
The benefit of receiving the booster shot includes individuals eligible to receive abooster -— 
the increased number of antibodies. Terrence Ates, dose of the COVID-19 vaccine, when to get ee 


blic Health District, anoles the Hi Gala of 
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The work behind 
TJC’s pristine plants 


By Marie Salazar 
Editor-In-Chief 


| Photo by Dr. K 


As winter closes in and one says goodbye to fall ,the time to 
revel in TJC’s garden greenery comes closer to an end. This 
leaves students to wonder, who is behind the current gardens 
at Tyler Junior College? 

Dr. Manoucher Khosrowshahi, also known as Dr K, is a 
professor of political science at TJC. With the help of Dr. Ryan 
Button, professor of secielogy and psychology, and The Green 
Committee, Khosrowshahi, has managed and cared for TJC’s 
raised garden beds on campus. 

“During the COVID, nobody was around and the garden was 
dying. And I was coming to the college just about every day. It 
was the best time for me to really get away from the stress of 
the COVID and stay in touch with nature,’ Khosrowshahi said. 
“I’m proud of what I have done; everybody compliments the 
looks, the variety of the plants and them looking botanical.” 

After initially getting approval from The Green Committee, 
Khosrowshahi has been managing the garden beds daily. 

Khosrowshahi’s everyday duties include watering and 
removing weeds from the 14 raised garden beds that are 
located between Potter Hall and Genecov Science Building, 
and between the main portion of Pirtle Technology and the 
Culinary Arts facility. 

“If you take care of the garden, it will grow. It’s all about 
good soil, sun and water,’ Khosrowshahi said. a. ae 4 pig os ak 

Khosrowshahi explains there are over 10 countries Photo by Chris Swann _ Photo by Dr. K 
represented by plants in the garden. These include, oregano 
from Greece, cilantro from Mexico, basil from Italy, marjoram 


Photo by Chris Swann 


Top left: The prior condition of the | 


and thyme from France, mint from Southeast Asia and..:;-. ery 

ete chines from China; a lavender from..,... . : sonst ie ‘Herb ai Veggie _ garden before Dr. K began working, . a 

Mediterranean areas of Southern Europe to Western Asia, UB racwne non Gis on the garden. Top right: This i image 

sage from the Mediterranean and Asia Minor and Turkey, 3 Bilaniva i/any Maxis captures a butterfly atop a plant found 

garlic from Central Asia and Northeastern Iran, and sweet s Basil Erom itels in one of the gard ens. Bottom left: iq 

potatoes from Central and South America. * Marjoram & ae from F Soe Rae 4 
According to the Royal College of Physicians, “gardening is * Mint from © ASIA & This is an sion ge marigold, one of the q 

beneficial to mental and physical health...Several trials have é Rosemary i pO AGA Pangan aranaler Sau ease plants featured in the garden. Bottom 4 

revealed the beneficial effects on mood and mental health of a laeelse ase ane eT re eee Chee Cr TC cc de right: Current progression of the garden q 

simply observing nature, oreven images of natural scenes.’ : sped ol HERA a) ciiichis eth anes nabiaaaih eats ii Al sci ni dhe after proper nurturing. Bottom left: This q 
Bee ore iis jhe portance of gardening and crt As oe ak bn die a ee graphic provides information on where 4 

how individuals can benefit. * Garlie fram Centra! A nd | ; a 
“This is really about stress relief. To keep in touch with siege rh oa Rade wires au i Nl ie the plants have come from. 


nature is a very healthy thing to do,’ Khosrowshahi said. “You 
need to space out, keep in touch with the nature. Get your 
hands, get the gloves, touch the soil.” 

Khosrowshahi also mentions that much of what he grows he 
gives away. 

Khosrowshahi said students who are interested in helping 
can contact him via email at mkho@tjc.edu, or by calling 903- 
510-2279. His office hours are 5 a.m. through 5 p.m. 


Graphic by Dr. K 
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Gas prices face sufficient inflation across the U.S. 


By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 


Gas prices around the country have reached a 7-year high 
seen on Oct.18, with the nation’s unleaded price average 
sitting at $3.39, the plus price at $3.74 and premium at $4.01, 
according to the American Automobile Association. 

This recent surge of these prices, however, has not kept 
drivers from filling up their tanks as the demand for gas 
continues to increase. 

One explanation for the rise of gas prices is the high demand 
for gas with a supply that doesn’t match. 

“With the U.S. economy slowly recovering from the depths 


1 of the pandemic, demand for gas is robust, but the supply is 


tight,” said Andrew Gross, AAA spokesperson. “We haven't 
seen prices this high since September of 2014.” 
The main two factors affecting the pricing of gasoline are 
crude oil and taxes, according to the Exxon website. 
“Crude oil is by far the largest factor in the price of a 
gallon of gasoline,’ Exxon said. “The U.S. does not produce 


a enough crude oil to meet our country’s demands, therefore oil 


companies like ExxonMobil have to purchase crude oil - at 
market prices — to produce gasoline and other products.” 
Some students express how the increase in gas prices has 


| q affected how much they pay. 


q Freshman Diondrea Walker said, “It used to take $25 to fill 
up and now it’s almost $40.” 

Others explain how this recent surge hinders them from 
seeing their family. 

Theatre major Cheyenne McAllister said, “High gas prices 
i have affected me by actually making me nervous to look at gas 
' prices. It isn't just, ‘Oh I don’t want to have to pay for gas; it’s, 


, ‘I don't want to have to pay that much for gas? My mom just 


recently moved and so now I really don't have the gas money 


to go see her’ 
Some states like California, Hawaii and Idaho hold higher 
prices for gas than others. TJC economics professor Brandon 
Campbell explains the causation of the price variance. 
“Cost differences by area will depend on the elasticity of 
demand for gas in certain areas (more elastic, the lower the 


price), Campbell said. “The cost to transport gasoline to some 


areas is more expensive than others, and some states have gas 
taxes that raise the price as well, like California.” 

A clear timeframe for price changes seems to not arrive in 
the near future. 

At a CNN town hall meeting on Oct. 21, President Joe 
Biden said, “I don't see anything that’s going to happen 
in the meantime that’s going to significantly reduce 
gas prices. My guess is, you'll start to see gas prices 
come down going into next year, 2022. I must tell 
you, I don't have a near-term answer.’ 

Driving is the most prominent mode of 
transportation in the U.S. today. To help save 
money on gas, there are other ways to 
get to the desired destination. 
Carpooling, walking, 
biking and 
using public 
transportation are 
all cost-efficient 
ways to save money, 
especially as a college 
student. 

Tyler Transit offers 
free rides on their 
express shuttle for TJC 
and UT Tyler students 
and staff. A valid student 


or employee ID must be shown in order to ride. For more 
information, visit cityoftyler.org. 


Average Texas Gas Prices 
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Average gas prices took a sharp increase in the 
beginning of October. Prices surpassed $3 on the 
week of Oct. 25, 2021. 
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Identifying and understanding FAFSA 


By Nicki Tijerina 
Student Life Editor 


The Department of Education is considering 
re-expanding FAFSA audits in-the 2022-23 


f applitibir &/le4#'2020 many thhBSchiieed! 


including the FAFSA process due to the hard 
times people were facing. During the pandemic, 
many people lost their jobs and lost the ability 
to pay for college and file for taxes, and a large 
part of the FAFSA process is the verification 
process. The Department of Education relaxed 
the verification process by reviewing 18% of the 
FAFSA applications rather than 30%. 
Richard Cordary, chief operating officer of 
Federal Student Aid at the Department of 
: Education, said, “This has been an exceptionally 
it tough year. We need to ensure students have 
tu the most straightforward path to acquiring the 
y financial aid they need to enroll in college.” 
The Department of Education has yet to make 
the decision to renew the limited verification 


Federal student aid benefits more than 13 
: million students each year according to 
studentaid.gov. 


Photo by Marie Salazar 


process, but if they choose not to it could have 
negative effects on low-income students trying 
to get the necessary financial aid. 

TJC Financial Aid officer Elizabeth Sloan said, 
“Please do your financial aid early and ask for 
help because if this happens to you we are here 
to help and talk you through the process.” 

The National College Attainment Network 
said “FAFSA verification is an audit-like process 
intended to reduce improper financial aid 
payments and fraud by the federal government.” 

The purpose of the verification process is 
to maintain the integrity of the Pell Grant 
program. TJC accepts Pell Grant funds as a way 
to pay for tuition or a portion of tuition for 
qualifying students. The verification process 
attempts to ensure no one's education is 
over or underfunded as well as identify fraud 
and possible identity theft, according to the 
Department of Education. 

The relief on the verification process made it 
easier for those who had lost their jobs and had 
major decreases in income. A part of the FAFSA 
is submitting one’s tax information whether it 
be importing one’s data directly from the IRS or 
submitting it manually. But those exempt from 
taxes have to submit their information manually 
into the FAFSA application. The Washington Post 
said, “That prevents them from easily importing 
verified income data from the IRS onto their 
FAFSA form and requires more legwork to 
complete the audit.’ 

According to the NCAN, 56% of those who are 
audited receive a Pell Grant compared to the 
81% of those who aren't audited who receive it. 
The verification process also causes a delay for 
first-time applicants and transferring students 
since they have to send the required documents 
that verify the information on their FAFSA 
application to each of the colleges they applied 


By Brooklyn Gundling 
Copy Editor 


A large mural in Jenkins 
Hall was vandalized in 
October. The incident was 
discovered by English _ 
Professor David Dickerson, 


Art in Jenkins Hall found vandalized 


Dickerson wrote in an “GEMINI.” A blue spray _ 
email. He said he then went __ paint can was found at the 
to the Dean's officeandthe scene witha tag matching 
art department to verify that of the graffiti. The 
thepaintinghadbeen —__ head of the art depend 
_ vandalized and wasnotan __ Professor Derrick White, 


for. The NCAN said “While some level of review 
is necessary, the level of burden unequally 
placed on low-income students has not been 
publicly demonstrated to be necessary.’ 

However, the relaxation of the verification — fs 
procéss froni thé 2020221 FAFSA might bé 
waived for the 2022-23 FAFSA applications. 
According to Justin Draeger, president and CEO 
of the National Association of Student Financial 
Aid Administrators, waving the limited auditing 
process could have harmful effects on those still 
affected by the pandemic. The NCAN said, “The 
FAFSA used for the 2022-23 cycle is based on 
2020 taxes. This means the FAFSA that opens 
in October will request financial information 
from the year the COVID-19 pandemic and its 
devastating economic consequences began. 
Students will be asked to complete verification 
for a tax year where many families had 
significant changes in income.” 

This change to the FAFSA process not only 
affects students but advisers as well since they 
have to talk with students about what happens 
if they are audited and how to prevent this 
issue. Kim Crook, executive director of the 
NCAN, told The Washington Post, “Extending 
the current relief would help our advisers and 
school counselors spend more time on student 
support and postsecondary planning and less 
time on paperwork.” 

This could cause issues for low-income TJC 
students and parents who lost their jobs or 
received a decrease in income because the 
student and advisor would have to sift through 
the required documentations to prove the 
information on the application is accurate 
rather than the advisers assisting the student 
get on the right track to their degree. 
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ACROSS 


1. Ridden or pushed 
around yard 

6. Chlorofluorocarbon 
9. Spiral-horned 
antelope 

13. Make a canyon, e.g. 
14. Much of this about 
nothing? 

15. Forest destroyers. 
16. Basic belief 

17. Popular pickup 

18. Lake scum 

19. *Popular email 
service eventually 
bought by Microsoft 
21. *CD "maker" 

23. FEMA's assistance 
24. Musician's time to 
shine 

25. Stephen King's 
Christine, e.g. 

28. Plural of locus 

30. Mongolian monetary 
unit 


35. Wraths and N ancy Keres S 
37. Jar covers domain 
39. Like yellow polka 72. Employer ee 
dot bikini? | Housing, acne ose say: 
40.DesertinChinaand 72: Fender bender 
Mongolia consequences 
41. Knight's mount: 
DOWN Sh Beet) 
32. What many TV hits 
have done 


1. Crystalline 
hydrochloride, 
colloquially 

2. Nabisco top best- 
seller 

3. Refuses to 

4. Bodily swelling 

5. Not wholesale . 

6. Lewis of sprinting and 
long jumping fame 

7. Vaccine-approving 
agency, acr. 

8. Burger, fries and soda 
9. Brick-drying oven 

10. It's hard to resist 

11. Precedes Abby 

12. Consume, as in drugs 
15. Slang for radical or 
cool, 2 words 

20. America's singer 
choices 

22. Last, abbr. 

24. Weapon in a holster 
25. Fidel Castro's smoke 
26. Pleasant odor 

27. Renaissance 
instrument resembling a 
violin 

29. *TV hit "Sex and the 


THEME: The 1990s. 


43. Cogito __ oo Sure 
44. Change the 
Constitution, e.g. 

46. Ready and eager 
47. Table mineral 

48. *Jennifer Aniston- 
inspired haircut, with 
"the" 

50. Bank on 

52. Modern prefix 

53. Beacon light 

55. Oolong, e.g. 
57.*___ Sese Seko, 
overthrown Zairian 
dictator 

60. *African National 
Congress leader 


_released from prison ......_. 


64. Like a candle? 

65. °1997's Fly: by 
sugar you: 

67. Lowest point 

68. Smart. | 

69. Marching insect 
70. Opposite of digest 
71. *Tonya Harding 


33. Fireplace 


34.5 ae Protocol, 
climate change-related 
international treaty 

36. Hyperbolic sine 

38. Withered 

42. COVID-19 variant 
45. Expose the falseness 
49."____ the Games 
Begin!" 

51. Pined 


_54. Sign of a saint, pl. 


56. "Bad news travels 
fast," e.g. 

97. Algeria's neighbor 
98. Plow-pulling duo 
59. *"Where It's At" 
singer 

60. Urban story 

61. Adam and Eve's 
garden 


62. *Oscar winner 


"Schindler's _" 
63.Ain BA 
64.*Gulf____ or Bosnian 
66. American Nurses 
Association 
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q From page 1 


a Director of facilities and construction Mark Gartman 
“ explained TJC’s response to the windstorm. 

ag “In regard to actions taken during the windstorm, 

if TJC quickly cordoned off the areas impacted by the 
falling limbs and had campus police officers (and other 
designated employees) in place to provide directions to 
those who might be in the area,” Gartman said. 

Text, email and phone messages were sent through 
the RAVE emergency alert system to warn people of 
potential hazards. 
ig Other areas of Tyler were affected by the high wind 
a speeds. The National Weather Service clocked the wind 
traveling northwest at a speed of 31 mph with gusts as 
high as 43 mph. 

Shane Pendleton, a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service office in Shreveport, Louisiana explained 
why the wind speeds are abnormally high. 

Pendleton explained the wind correlated with the storms 
that moved through the region beforehand. He said to 
Ht! think of it like “a really strong river flowing south from the 
Great Plains, and the low pressure system is pulling that 
"i wind in, resulting in the higher than normal wind speed.” 
4 : In the email alert, Gartman mentioned reasons for the 
i tree limbs falling. 

f f “As you know, the February winter storm killed some 
it of our large trees, and the work to remove dead limbs is 
a ongoing. Please be aware of the potential for falling tree 
y limbs throughout campus.” 

Gartman further explained the process for maintaining 
i’ and trimming the trees, following the winter storm 
f | damage stating “the college worked with an arborist to 
Hie determine the health of the trees on campus.” 
iy “It was determined to wait and assess the trees’ health 
i once the colder weather had abated,” Gartman said. “The 
college has and is currently working with a tree removal 
company to take down the impacted trees. This process has 
been taking place over the weekends to lessen the impact on 
classes and other campus activities during the week.” 

Clean up and repair around campus is ongoing. 

According to the Public Affairs office, “Any damage 
to TJC facilities will be evaluated by the Facilities and 
Construction Director who will take appropriate action 
to repair affected buildings or grounds. The tree removal 
process (implemented asa result of the winter storm) will 
| continue. TJC Facilities and Construction Department will 
1 continue to maintain the campus facilities and grounds 

and evaluate any repairs needed, whether they are due to 
storms or normal wear and tear.’ 
TJC students within different organizations took 
the time out of their day on Oct. 30 to clean up fallen 
branches across campus. In front of the Jenkins Building 
there were many limbs and branches down, but these 
. students said they wanted to keep the enee clean and 
4 have prideful scenery. 

Dr. Manouchehr Khosrowshahi, professor of government 
and International Education Club adviser, was one of the 
faculty members cleaning up. 

“It's all about the image of the college to look good,” 

fi) Khosrowshahi said. “After this storm, we wanted the 

if opticals to be good for the public and for students and it 
rt not to look trashy.’ 

if Khosrowshahi also discussed how their club 

along with Student Senate contributed to campus 
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By Asia Johnson 
Managing Editor 


Finding places where the menu meets 
i _ one’s needs like vegan products, 
ha non-genetically modified food, and 
ie gluten-free meals can be a challenge. At 
ar home, one can grocery shop for specific 
ae ingredients and items to bring satisfaction, 
yet those kinds of requests generally aren't 
mon: accepted at restaurants as the recipes are 
Bh) already set in stone. 
a) The cafeteria located in the Rogers 
a Student Center, also known as “Apache 
Be. Junction,” can and will take those requests 
7 to meet students’ needs. 
Aramark and TJC’s Executive Chef, | 
Edward Pessink, said, “We have a smaller 
campus so we actually don’t have a lot of 
people that have those dietary restrictions 
so we can’t just make them and have them 
. on the ready. There’s a sign up front that 
i: _ states if you need it, just give me a little 
‘ __ bit of time so that we can prepare. So | 
pe they can text me or call me about 15-20 
minutes before they show up so we can 
have something ready for them.” 
ae what pod ie can nos oe 


- with the campus. According to Rebecca Sanders, director 


The salad bar at Apache Junction offers vegan and vegetarian 
options to students for lunch and dinner. 
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_ Falling branches: Clean up continues following storm 


beautification by planting violet plants in front of 
Jenkins and the White Administration Building. 

“We wanted to keep the college looking good,” 
Khosrowshahi said. 

TJC student Taylor Tracy, sophomore and information 
technology major, had this to say about the clean-up. 

“I've been in Tyler for many, many years, and | really 
enjoy the TJC campus,’ Tracy said. “I've had a great time, 
and | just want to help out the community.” 

Multiple cars were damaged by falling tree limbs on 
campus in earlier months. 

Tree limbs falling is considered as “an act of God.” This 
means TJC is not directly responsible for a branch to fall 
and cause damage because it is out of human control. 

One student, Jayden McTee, had her vehicle damaged by 
a fallen tree branch. 

“l didn't see the limb that fell but almost the whole 
passenger side of my windshield was shattered, and there 
was glass all inside my car, it even got inside my bag that 
was sitting on the seat,” McTee said. "I called the police 
back and they sent an officer back out and she explained 
what happened and took down all my information and 
gave me here and told me that J should hear from them in a 
couple days.” 

McTee explains how the damage created by the tree still 
hasn't been paid for. 

“The police told me to contact the director of campus 
services, and when | called her she said she was sending 
the police report to their insurance company, but that's 
actually the last I've heard from them,” McTee.said. “No 
one’s paid for it yet, and my windshield is still cracked. I 
had to put clear-tape on it from cracking more. | refuse to 
take it to get fixed because I just don’t have the money for 
it to pay out of pocket right now so until they figure it out, 
I have to live with it. In my opinion, they should pay for it 
though, because it wasn't my fault and there was nothing I 
could have done to avoid it.’ 

Students and staff impacted by damage and/or injury 
related to falling branches can file an insurance claim 


| Dr. Khosrowshahi 
# (left) represents 
» 4 the International 
= Education Club 
and cleans up 
fallen branches. 


_ Photo by 
. Connor Mason 


A TJC worker 
(right) sets up 
caution tape to 
redirect students. | 
Photo by 
Chris Swann 


of public affairs and media relations, the claims process is 
as follows: 

1. Any TJC student, faculty or staff who needs to file a 
claim is directed by Campus Police. 

2. Campus Services receives the incident report from 
Campus Police. 

3. Once GCamipus Services is‘contacted, they are informed 
that the incident report has been forwarded to TJC’s 
insurance company. They will be provided with the phone 
number and/or email of the insurance representative 
and will need to reach out to them. The insurance 
representative will advise the next steps. 

Coverage determination is not made by TJC. The adjuster , 
will make the final determination as to whether the claim 
is covered or not. 

Gartman said efforts have been made to provide safety to 
students during the hazardous situation. 

“TJC takes decisive actions to address campus issues 
arising from natural causes that could not have been 
prevented by reasonable foresight or care,’ Gartman said. 

The Facilities, Police and Institutional Safety 
departments are to work together to implement safety 
strategies through engineering and administr ative controls 
during times of natural hazards. 


Above: Several 
students 
representing 
different clubs as 
well as Dr. K help 
clean up branches 
to, "keep TJC 
beautiful." 

Below: Volunteer 
Evelyn Faller 
(right) helps 
return the TJC 
grounds back to 
normal with many 
others. 


__ Apache Junction promises to serve students with dietary restrictions 


there’s a dish that they might have some 
| questions about, ask before you eat. I’d 
rather hold the student for five minutes 
while we verify a recipe than for them to 
have an allergic reaction.” 

With some options already available, 
some students still request that more food 
choices to be provided. 

Nursing major Kyndal Serenko said, 

“l believe we should have more options 
to cater to give students a chance to ' 
have something good rather than just 

| packaged items.” 

Cafeteria administration makes a 
concerted effort to provide students with 
| the comfort of home. 

“This is an extension of these students’ 

» homes. Our whole agenda here is to treat 
the students like you're in your own 

_ kitchen,” Wood said. “We're very open, very 
approachable and very transparent. But 
we're not mind readers. But we can and 
will accommodate any reasonable request.” 

Students can view meals served daily | 
and weekly on the cafeteria’s website, 
tjc.campusdish.com. There are vegetarian, 
vegan and some gluten-free food egy! 

: . available daily. Some examples bein 
Photo by Chris Swann oatmeal, fries, jasmine rice broceall ai and 
. cauliflower, lo mein noodles and more, : 


contradict one’s restrictions, preferences 
or allergies Meal cards have been age 
ts | ‘0 know exactly what i is being 
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STEM Club in 


Story and Graphic 
By Brooklyn Gundling 
Copy Editor 


Tyler Junior College’s Student Senate 
welcomes a new club this semester, 
the STEM Club. Standing for Science, _ 
Technology, Engineering and Math, the 
STEM Club encourages members to meet 
and work on projects with peers who 
share their interests. 

Though the club is led by students, 
physics and engineering professor and 
STEM Club adviser Jennifer Parsons invites 
guest lecturers to meetings to talk to 
members about various aspects of STEM. 

STEM Club members are from various 
majors within the STEM acronym, like 
freshman JaTavian, “JJ”, Kellum who 
studies engineering. 

“I’ve always been, I guess you can Say, 
obsessed with taking things apart,’ 
Kellum said. 

But engineering isn’t the only major 
represented in the club. All students 
who are majoring or interested in STEM 
are encouraged to participate in some of 
their upcoming events or projects. Some 


The electron path that an atom takes forms a figure 
described as the Bohr and Rutherford atomic model. 
The model was developed in 1913. 


upcoming events include watching movies in 
the planetarium as well as some community 
service projects this semester. 

“Some of the projects include working with a 
local high school on a rocket launch, showing 
off STEM demos at the Elijah's Retreat Fall 
Festival, and hosting a Trivia Night early in the 
spring semester,’ Parsons said. 

The rocket launch is one project for 
club members. Some high schools involve 
students in science through a rocket launch 
event that lasts almost the entire year. This — 
year, TJC’s STEM Club will be mentoring and 
advising students on the process through a 
competition in the spring. 

The club's weekly meetings include guest 
speakers to talk about a variety of topics of 
interest to those who love STEM. 

“Topics have ranged from animals and 
autism to industrial chemistry to engineering 
at a paper mill, and we have a few more to 
come,’ Parsons said. 

If interested, meetings are held at noon 
Tuesdays in the Genecov Building, Room 222, 
or email jpar@tjc.edu for more information. 
Meetings are open to anyone on campus. 


Bell Tower Arts Journal offers publication for TJC writers 


Story and Photo 
By Chris Crymes 
Entertainment Editor 

The dream of becoming a published author is 
a frighteningly distant, seemingly impossible 
endeavor for many, no matter the reason. The 
path to publication can be a treacherous one, 
filled with internet articles with little to nothing 
of pertinence to say on the matter outside of an 
author’s singular experience. 

“Getting published is not nearly as glamorous 
as most people think. Sure, there are the pure 
fun days of publishing your first novel, or holding 
that first book in your hands,’ said TJC English 
professor and published author, Traci Borum. 
“But the other days involve the hard work of 
finding your way out of a problem chapter, or the 
tedium of editing, or the frustration of waiting 
and waiting and waiting that's involved in the 
entire publishing process. If you want it badly 
enough, though, it's all worth it.’ 

TJC students have an opportunity to fast track 
themselves to publication with the Bell Tower 
Arts Journal. Founded in 2006 and sponsored by 
the Tyler branch of English honor society Sigma 
Kappa Delta: Psi Gamma, the Bell Tower “seeks 
to offer greater access to the humanities for the 
TJC community, celebrate the artistic and literary 
achievements of TJC students,’ according to the 
journal’s page on the TJC website. 

“The Bell Tower Arts Journal is entirely student 
generated. Students design the cover and layout 
each year, and only student works are considered 
for publication. Students are even part of the 
selection process,” said Regan Minkel, English 


NOV. 7 
TC Low Brass Day 


4-5 p.m. 


professor and head of the journal. “The Bell 
Tower is also a wonderful outlet for students, 
and it means so much to me. I love to be a part 
of it, and I'm.always amazed.at the talent! My 
favorite thing about the journal is that is it 
student focused and student generated,” 

Interested students can send in submissions 
of either prose, poetry, fine art or photography 
through Nov. 12. Short fiction prose or essays 
should be in a Microsoft Word document with 
numbered pages, double-spaced text, 12-point 
font, and should be a maximum of three pages. 
Also, all outside sources used must be properly 
cited in MLA format. 

Poetry can be either formal or free verse. 
Poems must be typed in a Microsoft Word 
document, single-spaced text, double spacing 
between stanzas, 12-point font, with numbered 
pages. According to the journal’s website, 
“Poetry still follows the conventions of Standard 
American English and must exhibit grammatical 
correctness. Sentences and phrases used in 
poetry are still punctuated correctly.’ 

For fine art and photography, images should 
be in a digital format with the highest quality 
fidelity possible and 300 dpi for black and white 
and CMYK for color. Students must also include 
the title, size of original work if necessary, and 
media used for each piece. . 

“My first publication was a poem published 
in the University of Mary-Hardin Baylor's arts 
journal, similar to the Bell Tower. It was a 
wonderful experience for me, and I was able 
to use the publishing credit in my future query 
letters,’ Borum said. “Finding courage can be 
tricky, especially if it's in a field/area where 


NOV. 9 


Music Department 
Masterclass/Recital 


6 - 7:30 p.m. 


NOV. 44 
Concert Choir & 
Chamber Singers 
Fail Concert 
#:30 p.m. Ep 
RPPAC Wise Auditorum © 


NOV. 15 
Registration Raily 


NOV. 14 
Registration Opens 
Winter Term 2021 and — 
Spring 2022 a.m. -5 p.m. 
RSC - Second Floor 


NOV. 17 
On-Campus 
COVID-19 Vaccinations 
$ a.m. -4 p.m. 
Rogers Nursing & 
Health Sciences Center 


Copies of The 2021 Bell Tower Arts 
Journal can be found outside the 
offices of the Dean of Humanities, 
Communications and Fine Arts. 


students don't have a lot of confidence. So, | would 
advise those students to become comfortable with 
writing (take a writing class, use writing prompts, 
practice writing every day). As students get used 
to the feel of pen on paper, or fingers on keyboard, 
they tend to gain the confidence they seek.’ 

More detailed submission guidelines and the 
submission portal can be found by searching, The 
Bell Tower Arts Journal 2021," on TJC’s main 
website. Students with questions can contact 
Minkel at rmin@tjc.edu or 903-510-2210. Artists 
and readers can expect the next Bell Tower Arts 
Journal during next April’s 2022 ArtsFest. 
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Shai Hulud 


The name for the Fremen’s sandworm deity 


also serves somewha 
the terrifying beasts. 


production, Denis Villeneuve’s jas 
breathtakingly faithful adaptation of the Shai Hulud in Frem 


a ee Ravtasy chic, Dunes ts fabled largest of all the sandworms and 
y ; translates to, “The Old Man of the Desert.” 


Those who are well versed in “Dune” 
author Frank Herbert’s biblical levels of 
lore praise the film for having boat loads 
of trust in the audience to either know 
or simply infer wildly foreign terms and 
ideas. The drawback of this palpable world 
is Villeneuve leaves unaware viewers in 
the mélange-tinged dust before the film 
even leaves the proverbial station. 

So, use this entertainment page as your 
handy guide to Herbert's world brought to 
the screen! 


Bene Gesserit 


One of the most often uttered 
terms in the book and film is 
referring to an all-female, ancient 
religious group holding a significant 
influence over “Dune’s” royal 


ENTERTAINMENT 


sory and aioe by coe comes creatures live on the desolate desert planet 
Entertainment Editor 
and perpetuate the creation of spice. They 


: are severely territorial, attacking practically 
fter an exhaustive four-year : 
, anything that sets foot in their vast sandy 


thedrumbeat.com 


t as a general term for 
These gigantic, wormlike 


en mythology is the 


sas 


Image property of Legendary and Warner Bros. 


Fremen 


families, even the central House Gom Javbar The Fremen are planet Arrakis’ native 


| Atriedes through Paul’s mother, Lady a A nee dle containing 
4" | Jessica. The group seeks to universal iM ln 


aig? Oh 


one of the most 
humanity on an all-encompassing 


path to enlightenment, by any means 
necessary. 
One of these ethically and morally 
dark means is the Missionaria 
Protectiva: The Bene Gesserit’s 
: spread of superstition and prophecy 
to other cultures in order to later 
gain control and further their quest. 


They endure extensive physical ih unter-seeker 

’s tool nearly 
undetectable by any security 
measure. These tiny, floating, 


and mental training before even A small assassin 
i beginning their training of the Bene 
i : Gesserit’s eerily pave rial technique: 


‘ “The Voice.” 


poisoned needles 
from a distance to 
assassin's discreti 


Gom Jabbar. 


liszan al 
Gaib 


This Fremen 


prophecy foretells ofa 
foreign messiah who 
will lead the Fremen 
to reclaiming Arrakis 
i viva ‘aa and turning it into a 

image property of Legendary and Warner fully bountiful planet. 
Bros. This translates from 
Fremen to “The Voice 


—- xe 


Translating to “shortening of the way,’ the 
Kwisatz Haderach is exclusively a Bene Gesserit 
: | term for a long-sought male member who will 
f f | be able to use their abilities to bridge space 
| | and time. This is where things get complicated, 
| “Dune” fantasy science shows its face here. 

| Members of the Bene Gesserit possess the 

| ability to call upon memories from their mothers’ 
past, down the all-female line of the group. This 
lo ng fabled male Bene Ge serit ee obtain access 


poisons of the “Dune” 
universe. It is used both for 
speedy assassination and 
by the Bene Gesserit to test 
a person’s humanity. 


ion. They are 
almost as feared as the deadly 


a Kw Za tz Haderach from the Outer World.” 


inhabitants. They have fully adapted to 


leet ‘Yt bris gita the treacherous desert planet, creating 
a deep culture that reveres moisture 
and have created intricate, impressive 
technology unknown to outsiders who 
think Fremen a band of barbarians, 
which couldn't be further from the truth. 
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Spice Mélange 

As Baron Harkonnen says, “He who controls the spice, 
controls the universe!” Commonly referred to as simply 
“spice,” this is the impossibly deep narcotic that drives 
the universe of “Dune,” native to and only found on 
planet Arrakis. 

Once ingested, spice grants one the ability to expand 
their consciousness and observe the minutia of the 
universe. In Paul Atriedes’ case as a potential Kwisatz 
Haderach, it also grants him the ability to perceive 
possible futures. If exposed to spice for long enough, 
one’s eyes emit a beautiful blue. 


Hopefully now you are ready to take your first carefully 
timed steps into the impossibly deep world of “Dune.” 
Of course, this short list of terms is only the tip of the i 
iceberg when it comes to the complicated, intricate _ 


| worldbuilding Frank Herbert conceived starting in 1965. 


Until Nov. 21, viewers have the option to either enter 
“Dune” through theatres or HBO Max, but the pure level __ : 
of scale, filmmaking prowess and awe deservestobeseen | 
in theatres. If found pies more from the world, Be | 


FIRST COPY FREE 


Additional copies may be purchased for 50 cents 
each by contacting the TJC journalism office. 
Newspaper theft is a crime. Those who violate the 
single copy rule may be subject to civil and criminal 
persecution and/or subject to university discipline 


' ADVERTISING 
The DrumBeat accepts advertising at the rate 
of $5 per column-inch. To request a copy of The 
DrumBeat's advertising card with submission 
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guidelines, policies and deadlines call 903-510-2335. 


By Colton Hollis 
Multimedia Journalist 


With there being only one regular season football game 
left for the Tyler Junior College Apaches, it’s time to look 
back at the 2020-21 season. As of Nov. 2, the team is sitting 
at second place in the conference standings with four wins 
and two losses. While playoff contention is almost out of the 
question with how the NJCAA structure works, the Apaches 
will likely be eligible for a bowl game for the first time since 
2013. Bowl games are an opportunity for lesser known 
athletes to show their skills to a wider audience. 

In September, TJC split their four games, and then went 
on to win three and lose one in October, leading the team 
to a record of 5-3 in overall play. However, these losses 
come with some superstition. A running joke with the team 
and fans is if Coach Thomas Rocco runs out with the team 
and beats the crowd of players to midfield, the team will 
inevitably lose. 

“There is a difference between tradition and superstition. 
I embrace our traditions here at TJC, and if I’m faster than 
our team — then we will inevitably lose,” Rocco said. 

This is an example of the sort of tough love Rocco shows 
many of TJC’s players. Quarterback General Booty has 


sis Sesee 


Top: Wide receiver Kelly Akharaiyi catches a 
touchdown from Quarterback General Booty. 
Clockwise from top left: Defensive Tackle Jacob 
Humphrey runs with the flag before the game. 
Wide receivers Rowry Bailey and Torrance 
Burgess pose on the sideline. Booty throws a 
pass from the pocket. Jeremiah Cooley dances 
to celebrate during the game. 
Photos by Alexa Glenn 


CORRECTIONS POLICY 


The DrumBeat strives to provide accurate infor- 
mation and welcomes comments, suggestions, and/ 
or complaints about errors that warrant correction 
Messages about news coverage can be emailed to 
news@thedrumbeat.com. Letters to the editor may 
be emailed to news@thedrumbeat.com, delivered to 
Jenkins 11148. 


letters must include the author's name, address 
telephone number, and academic classification 
Editors reserve the right to deny publication of 
any letter. Letters should be emailed to: news@ 
thedrumbeat.com or. brought to Jenkins 11148. 


© The DrumBeat 2021 


All rights reserved. The DrumBeot, the student 
newspaper of Tyler Junior College, is published by 
journalism students biweekly during the fall and 
spring terms except during holidays end final exams 
The DrumBeot is a student publication and the 
opinions expressed herein are not necessarily those 
of the administration, faculty, staff, or the adviser. 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 

The DrumBeat invites its readers to share views 

by writing letters to the editor. All contributions 

will be edited for grammar, spelling, length (300 
words maximum), profanity and personal attacks. All 


thrown for almost 2;400 yards and can be expected to 

pass that mark in the final game with his 279.1 passing 
yards per game. He has also thrown 21 touchdowns to 

nine interceptions. Receivers Jeremiah Cooley and Kelly 
Akaharaiyi each found the endzone six times, leading 
receivers in that category. Booty also spreads the ball out 
equally, with players Cooley, Akaharaiyi and Jordan Wallace 
each having over 400 yards receiving. The Apaches also 
have a bruising rushing attack to back up their deadly aerial 
attack, with running back Azhuan Dingle totaling 891 yards 
and averaging eight yards per carry. 

TJC’s offense surging to 34.8 points per game and 486.1 
yards per game is what inspires the defense to allow just 31 
points per game and 402.8 yards per game. Xavier Benson. 
leads the defense on the front end and Kobe Savage in the 
secondary. Benson has 86 total tackles this season as well 
as two interceptions. Savage on the other hand has 47 total 
tackles and three interceptions. | es 

“Our guys love football and they love competing,’ Rocco 
said. “They have a passion to belong to something bigger 
than themselves. That’s our greatest strength.’ 

TJC’s final game of the season will be against Kilgore 
College on Nov, 6. Bowl games should be announced soon 
following the end of the regular season. 
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